
The following are academic books that I recommend to persons interested in finding out more about race, 
ethnicity, racism, and whiteness. 
 

1. Forced Into Glory: Abraham Lincoln’s White Dream by Lerone Bennett, Jr. 
2. At the Hands of Persons Unknown: The Lynching of Black America by Philip Dray 
3. Without Sanctuary: Lynching Photography in America edited by James Allen 
4. The Affirmative Action Debate edited by George E. Curry 
5. The Possessive Investment in Whiteness: How White People Profit from Identity Politics by 

George Lipsitz 
6. Profiles in Injustice: Why Racial Profiling Cannot Work by David A. Harris 
7. American Civilization by C.L.R. James 
8. The C.L.R. James Reader edited by Anna Grimshaw 
9. Rachel and Her Children by Jonathan Kozol 
10. Savage Inequalities by Jonathan Kozol 
11. Ain’t No Makin’ It by Jay MacLeod 
12. Race: How Blacks and Whites Think And Feel About the American Obsession by Studs Terkel 
13. Race Rebels: Culture, Politics, and the Black Working Class by Robin D.G. Kelley 
14. The Color of Politics: Race and the Mainsprings of American Politics by Michael Goldfield 
15. Love’s Revolution: Interracial Marriage by Maria P.P. Root 
16. The Ethnic Myth: Race, Ethnicity and Class in America by Stephen Steinberg 
17. The Wretched of the Earth by Frantz Fanon 
18. Black Skin White Masks by Frantz Fanon 
19. Toward the African Revolution by Frantz Fanon 
20. Seize the Time: The Story of the Black Panther Party and Huey P. Newton by Bobby Seale 
21. Angela Davis: An Autobiography 
22. Soul on Ice by Eldridge Cleaver 
23. The Autobiography of Malcolm X  
24. This Bridge Called My Back: Radical Writings By Women of Color edited by Cherrie Moraga and 

Gloria Anzaldua 
25. Making Face, Making Soul: Creative and Critical Perspectives by Feminists of Color edited by 

Gloria Anzaldua 
26. Yellow: Race in America Beyond Black and White by Frank H. Wu 
27. The Karma of Brown Folk by Vijay Prashad 
28. Orientals: Asian Americans in Popular Culture by Robert G. Lee 
29. The Cost of Living by Arundhati Roy 
30. Contours of the Heart: South Asians Map North America edited by Sunaina Maira and Rajini 

Srikanth 
31. Between the Lines: South Asians and Postcoloniality edited by Deepika Bahri and Mary Vasudeva 
32. A Part, Yet Apart: South Asians in Asian America edited by Lavina Shankar and Rajini Srikanth 
33. Regulating the Poor: The Functions of Public Welfare by Frances Fox Piven and Richard Cloward 
34. Poor People’s Movements: Why They Succeed, How They Fail by Frances Fox Piven and Richard 

Cloward 
35. School of the Assassins: Guns, Greed and Globalization by Jack Nelson-Pallmeyer 
36. September 11 and the U.S. War: Beyond the Curtain of Smoke edited by Roger Burbach and Ben 

Clarke 
37. From Columbus to Castro: the History of the Caribbean by Eric Williams 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 


